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3 / 7/78 M O N T A N A  G R I Z Z L I E S  E N D  B A S K E T B A L L  S E A S O N
spor t s  st a t e  + Big S k y  + b a s k e t b a l l  s u p p . r o s e n t h a l / j g
M I S S O U L A - -
T h e  M o n t a n a  G r i z z l i e s  c l o s e d  out t h e i r  1 9 7 7 - 7 8  b a s k e t b a l l  s e a s o n  w i t h  a 62 - 5 5  
o v e r t i m e  loss to W e b e r  S t a t e  in the c h a m p i o n s h i p  ga m e  o f  the Big S k y  C o n f e r e n c e  
B a s k e t b a l l  T o u r n a m e n t ,  h e l d  in M i s s o u l a  this p a s t  w e e k e n d .
M o n t a n a ,  the ho s t  t e a m  w i t h  a 12-2 f irst p l a c e  f i n i s h  in r e g u l a r  s e a s o n  l e ague 
play, d e f e a t e d  B o i s e  State, 70-61 F r i d a y  n i g h t  w h i l e  W e b e r  S t a t e  d o w n e d  Idaho State, 
84-79. The W SC W i l d c a t s  then t o p p e d  the Gr i z  in the t i t l e  game.
W e b e r  S t a t e  h a d  f i n i s h e d  the r e g u l a r  s e a s o n  w i t h  a 9-5 l e a g u e  m a r k  and a t h i r d  p l a c e  
finish, two games b e h i n d  Idaho S t a t e  and a ga m e  a h e a d  o f  B o i s e  State.
M o n t a n a ' s  21-8 o v e r a l l  r e c o r d  ties the 1 9 7 4 - 7 5  club record. It's a l s o  o n l y  the 
fourth time a U M  t e a m  has t o p p e d  the 2 0 - g a m e  w i n  p l a t e a u .  B e s i d e s  the 1974 - 7 5  t e a m  and 
this s e a s o n ' s  group, the 1 9 4 9 - 5 0  club (27-4) a nd the 1 9 4 7 - 4 8  t e a m  (21-11) t o p p e d  the 
2 0 -win m a r k .
S e n i o r  g u a r d s  J i m  M o l l o y  a nd M i c h a e l  Ray R i c h a r d s o n  s aw t h e i r  last g ames for UM 
and w e n t  out in style. M o l l o y ,  a 6-2 s e n i o r  f r o m  Malta, M o nt., set a n e w  c o n f e r e n c e  
t o u r n a m e n t  r e c o r d  for a s s i s t s ,  g a r n e r i n g  13 in the B o i s e  S t a t e  ga m e  for a s i n g l e  game 
r e c o r d  and a d d i n g  5 m o r e  in the W e b e r  S t a t e  game for a t w o - g a m e  r e c o r d  of 18, b r e a k i n g  
the p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  o f  12.
R i c h a r d s o n ,  the 6-5 A l l - A m e r i c a n  f r o m  Denver, s c o r e d  21 p o i n t s  a g a i n s t  Bo i s e  S t a t e  
and t a l l i e d  25 m o r e  in the W S C  game. " S u g a r  Ra y "  was n a m e d  to the a l 1 - t o u r n a m e n t  t e a m  
as s e l e c t e d  b y  s p o r t s  w r i t e r s  a nd s p o r t s  b r o a d c a s t e r s  in a t t e n d a n c e .  He wa s  j o i n e d  
on the el i t e  five by W e b e r  S t a t e ' s  B r u c e  C o l l i n s  and R i c h a r d  Smith, B o i s e  S t a t e ' s  S t e v e  
C o n n o r  and Idaho S t a t e ' s  L a w r e n c e  Butler. C o l l i n s  was n a m e d  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  p l a y e r  in 
the tourney.
-more-
M O N T A N A  G R I Z Z L I E S  E N D  B A S K E T B A L L  S E A S O N - - - p a g e  2*
"We are very d i s a p p o i n t e d  we d id not w in the t o u r n a m e n t , "  U M  H e a d  B a s k e t b a l l  
C o a c h  J i m  B r a n d e n b u r g  said. "The ball just did not go in for us at times a nd we m i s s e d  
some cruc i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
"We lost so m e  m o m e n t u m  in the first s e v e n  or e ight m i n u t e s  o f  the s e c o n d  h a l f  and 
let an eight p o i n t  h a l f t i m e  lead sl i p  aw a y  fr o m  us. T h e n  we just c o u l d n ’t get a n y t h i n g  
going. S o m e  m i s s e d  free t h rows and t u r n o v e r s  e n a b l e d  W e b e r  to get the win. T h e y  p l a y e d  
smart b a s k e t b a l l  n e a r  the e n d , "  B r a n d e n b u r g  said.
B r a n d e n b u r g  e x p r e s s e d  great s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  his t e a m ’s p e r f o r m a n c e  t h r o u g h  the 
s e a s o n  and p r a i s e d  the fan support.
"I w o u l d  be r e miss if I d i d n ' t  e x p r e s s  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  the y o u n g  m e n  on this 
club, and our fans for g i v i n g  me a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  b a s k e t b a l l  s eason. G o i n g  21-8 
has b r o u g h t  a lot of p l e a s u r e  to G r i z z l y  fans and I've r e c e i v e d  a g reat deal of 
p l e a s u r e ,  to o , "  the U M  c o a c h  said.
I n c l u d i n g  the two t o u r n a m e n t  games M o n t a n a  p l a y e d ,  1 1 8 , 9 5 8  fans a t t e n d e d  15 h o m e  
b a s k e t b a l l  games, and a v e r a g e d  7 ,932 a game, b o t h  cl u b  r e c o r d s .  T h e  t e a m  and Big S k y  
r e c o r d  of 9 , 3 5 0  fans for a s i n g l e  game still stands. Th a t  w as set t wo w e e k e n d s  ago 
a g a i n s t  b o t h  Bo i s e  S t a t e  an d  Idaho State.
O n l y  R i c h a r d s o n  and M o l l o y  g r a d u a t e  from a r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g  team. T h e  th r e e  j u n i o r  
forwards, C r a i g  H enkel, A l l a n  N i e l s e n  and C h a r l i e  Y a n k u s  r e t u r n  w i t h  s o p h o m o r e  c e n t e r  
J o h n  S t r oeder. F r e s h m e n  f o r w a r d s  C r a i g  Z a n o n  a nd R o d n e y  B r a n d o n  p i c k e d  up a v a l u a b l e  
s e a s o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and wil l  r e t u r n  ne x t  season. T h e  g u a r d  s i t u a t i o n  will d e f i n i t e l y  
c h a n g e  w i t h  the two spots now open. S o p h o m o r e s  T i m  M c C a u l e y  and Rick Zanon, and f r e s h m e n  
B l a i n e  T a y l o r  and D e nnis G ay will be g i v e n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  to get a s t a r t i n g  job.
Also, f r e s h m a n  c e n t e r  M a r t y  G r e e n  wi l l  be back, w i t h  the n e w  r e c r u i t s  for n e x t  season.
